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The Honorable Tom Harkin

Chairman

Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
428 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Lamar Alexander

Ranking Member

Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
428 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Harkin and Ranking Member Alexander:

As national and local leaders representing faith, civil rights, social justice, human rights, and
academic communities, we believe the strength of our democracy is tied to our nation’s ability to
uphold and uplift workers’ rights. We have witnessed the decline of job standards and shared
prosperity due to ever-increasing corporate influence on our democracy, the steady weakening of
U.S. labor laws, , and the lack of political will to modernize these laws to accommodate
significant shifts in the nature of work.

This country is fundamentally in need of better labor laws and a stronger National Labor
Relations Board (NLRB). In the absence of such reforms, it is imperative that America’s workers
still have government protection in their attempt to secure basic rights and respect from their
employers. We are therefore writing to urge swift confirmation of the full package of nominees
submitted by President Obama for the NLRB.

In January 2013, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit ruled that the Obama
administration’s January 2012 recess appointments to the NLRB were unconstitutional — a ruling
at odds with other circuit court decisions, but one that put the status of the current NLRB recess
appointees, and the full operations of the agency, in legal doubt.

The National Labor Relations Act (NLRA) provided for bedrock rights for workers to join
together to improve their standard of living and conditions at work. This protected right to
collective action and collective bargaining is as critical to our economy and democracy today as
it was in 1935 when the NLRA became law. The NLRB is still where workers turn to when they
are fired unfairly, their free speech is threatened, or their working conditions are unsafe. Recent
Unfair Labor Practice strikes by Walmart workers and fast food workers across the county show
that workers continue to seek collective action to better their jobs and lives.



In order for our labor laws to work effectively and for workers to have the ability to seek redress
for workplace injustice, it is essential that the agency responsible for enforcing these laws be
operational. Current and future vacancies on the NLRB, together with the uncertainty created by
the D.C. Circuit’s recent Noel Canning decision, make it imperative that the Senate move

quickly to consider the full slate of nominees.

America’s workers deserve much more than the status quo to fully protect their rights on the job.
Yet they do not deserve to have their basic workplace rights invalidated due to Congressional
inaction. Please act on the opportunity to approve the nominations and ensure the NLRB will be
able to operate, protecting the vital rights of employees to collectively improve their job

standards.

Signed,

Imam Sayed Hassan Al-Qazwini
The Islamic Center of America
Dearborn, Ml

Nan Aron
Director, Alliance for Justice
Washington, DC

*Elaine Bernard

Executive Director, Labor & Work Life
Program, Harvard Law School
Cambridge, MA

Deepak Bhargava

Executive Director,

Center for Community Change
Washington, DC

*David Bonior
Washington, DC

*Heather Booth
Democracy Partners
Washington, DC

Ellen Bravo

Executive Director, Family Values @ Work
Consortium

Milwaukee, WI

John Cavanagh

Director, Institute for Policy Studies

Washington, DC

Alan Charney
Program Director, USAction
New York, NY

*Barbara Ehrenreich
Author
Alexandria, VA

Jennifer Rosenbaum Esq.
Legal Director,

National Guestworker Alliance
New Orleans, LA

*Bill Fletcher Jr.
Author
Washington, DC

Judy Gearhart
Executive Director,

International Labor Rights Forum

Washington, DC

Rachel Laforest

Executive Director, Right to the City Alliance

New York, NY

*Indicates standing member of the National Workers’ Rights Board
All affiliations listed for identification purposes only.



Joann Lo

Executive Director,

Food Chain Workers Alliance
Los Angeles, CA

*Tiffany Loftin
President, United States Student Association
Washington, DC

*Linda Meric
National Executive Director, 9to5
Denver, CO

*Terry O’Neill
President, National Organization for Women
Washington, DC

Ai-Jen Poo
Director, National Domestic Workers Alliance
New York, NY

*Elce Redmond
Chair, Chicago Workers’ Rights Board
Chicago, IL

Karen J. See
President, Coalition of Labor Union Women
Washington, DC

*Joan Suarez

Chair, Missouri Immigrant & Refugee
Advocates

St. Louis, MO

*Susan Weissman
Professor of Politics,

Saint Mary’s College of CA
Moraga, CA

Cindy Wiesner

National Coordinator,

Grassroots Global Justice Alliance
North Miami, FL

Dave Zirin

Sports Editor, The Nation & host of Sirius-
XM'’s Edge of Sports Radio

Washington, DC

Jane Aiken

Director, The Community Justice Project,
Georgetown University Law Center
Washington, DC

Rev. Mary Albert
Pastor, Epiphany United Church of Christ
St. Louis, MO

Judy Ancel

Director, Worker Education and Labor Studies
- University of Missouri-Kansas City

Kansas City, MO

Fran Ansley

Professor,

University of Tennessee College of Law
Knoxville, TN

Dr. Robert Aponte

Professor, Indiana University-Purdue
University Indianapolis

Indianapolis, IN

Janet M. Atwill
Professor of English, University of Tenneessee
Knoxville, TN

Katrina Barron

Associate Professor of Mathematics,
University of Notre Dame

South Bend, IN

*Indicates standing member of the National Workers’ Rights Board
All affiliations listed for identification purposes only.



Dr. Trude Bennett, Ph.D.

Associate Professor, Maternal and Child
Health, UNC Chapel Hill School of Public
Health

Chapel Hill, NC

Gail Bennett-Edelman

Senior Lecturer, Indiana University-Purdue
University Indianapolis

Indianapolis, IN

Joe Berry
Coalition of Contingent Academic Labor
Berkeley, CA

Rev. Laura Bogle

Minister,

Foothills Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
Maryville, TN

Bob Breving

Associate Director,

DePaul Labor Education Center
Chicago, IL

Rev. Chris Buice

Minister, Tennessee Valley Unitarian
Universalist Church

Knoxville, TN

Dr. Michael Childers, Ph.D.

Associate Professor & Director, University of
Wisconsin School for Workers

Madison, WI

Paul Clark

Professor of Labor and Employment Relations,

Penn State University
State College, PA

Rev. Richard Creason
Holy Trinity Catholic Church
St. Louis, MO

Helen de Haven , Esq.

Associate Professor,

Atlanta's John Marshall Law School
Atlanta, GA

Frederick DiCamilla

Associate Professor of English, Indiana
University-Purdue University Indianapolis
Indianapolis, IN

Rev. Isabel Docampo
Dallas, TX

Mary Kate Dugan
President, Indiana NOW
Indianapolis, IN

Rev. Michael Feely
Chattanooga, TN

Dr. Steven Fernandez
Allies of Knoxville's Immigrant Neighbors
Knoxville, TN

Barbara Fick

Associate professor of Law, University of
Notre Dame Law School

Notre Dame, IN

Milton Fisk
Professor Emeritus, Indiana University
Bloomington, IN

Judith Fox

Clinical Professor, University of Notre Dame
Law School

South Bend, IN

Rev. Marcia Free

Director of Counseling and Pastoral Care,
Knoxville Center for Reproductive Health
Knoxville, TN

Rev. Robert Galloway
Prior, Community of St. Ninian
Knoxville, TN



Heloisa Galvao
Executive Director, Brazilian Women’s Group
BOStOI’], MA

Benedict Giamo

Department of American Studies,
University of Notre Dame

South Bend, IN

Rev. Dr. Gordon Gibson
Knoxville, TN

Rev. Rebekah Gienapp
Memphis, TN

Rev. John Gill
Senior Pastor, Church of the Savior, UCC
Knoxville, TN

Nancy Goldfarb

Faculty, Indiana University-Purdue University
Indianapolis

Indianapolis, IN

Marcy Goldstein-Gelb
Executive Director, MassCOSH
Boston, MA

Jennifer Gordon
Faculty, Fordham University School of Law
Brooklyn, NY

Milagro Grullon

Executive Director, Lawrence Community
Connections

Lawrence, MA

Tricia Hepner, Ph.D.
Associate Professor, University of Tennessee
Knoxville, TN

Randal Hepner
Senior Lecturer, University of Tennessee
Knoxville, TN

Jennifer Hill
Lecturer, The University of Miami
Surfside, FL

Nancy Holle

President, Community, Faith & Labor
Coalition

Indianapolis, IN

Cynthia Holmes , Esq.
St. Louis Workers' Rights Board
St. Louis, MO

Rev. Irene Jackson

Senior Pastor,

Southwood United Methodist Church
Irving, TX

Carlos Jerez-Farran
Professsor of Spanish,
University of Notre Dame
South Bend, IN

Jacqueline O. Kittrell, Esq.
Executive Director,
Community Mediation Services
Knoxville, TN

Dr. Karen Kovacik

Professor, Indiana University-Purdue
University Indianapolis

Indianapolis, IN

John Kretzschmar

Nebraska State Conference, American
Association of University Professors
Bellevue, NE

Dr. Gene Lantz

President,

Texas Alliance for Retired Americans
Dallas, TX

Miriam Levering
Professor Emerita, University of Tennessee
Knoxville, TN



Helen Lewis
Writer and Activist
Abingdon, VA

David Linge
St. James Episcopal Church
Knoxville, TN

Dr. Thomas Marvin

Faculty, Indiana University-Purdue University
Indianapolis

Indianapolis, IN

Dr. Anne Mayhew
Professor Emerita, University of Tennessee
Knoxville, TN

Gordon McClelland
Labor Education Services
Guilderland, NY

Rev. Anne McKee
Campus Minister, Maryville College
Maryville, TN

Maria McKenna
Professor, University of Notre Dame
South Bend, IN

Rebecca McKenna
Professor, University of Notre Dame
Notre Dame, IN

Eva Milona

Executive Director, Massachusetts Immigrants
& Refugee Advocacy Coalition

Boston, MA

Dr. Robert Minor
The Fairness Project
Kansas City, MO

The Rev. Teresa Mithen Danieley
Rector, St. John's Episcopal Church
Saint Louis, MO

Rev. Jake Morrill
Oak Ridge Unitarian Universalist Church
Oak Ridge, TN

Peter Orris, MD, MPH

Professor, Occupational and Environmental
Medicine, University of Illinois-Chicago
Chicago, IL

Dr. Guy Larry Osborne

Co-Director, Applied Social Justice, Carson-
Newman University

Knoxville, TN

Jeanette Mott Oxford

Executive Director,

MO Association for Social Welfare
St. Louis, MO

De Ann Pendry

Senior Lecturer,

Univerity of Tennessee-Knoxville
Knoxville, TN

Rev. Dixie Lea Petrey
Maryville, TN

Erin Polley
American Friends Service Committee
Indianapolis, IN

Dr. Vivian Price
Associate Professor, CSU- Dominguez Hills
Long Beach, CA

William Quick
Attorney, Quick Law Firm, LLC
Clayton, MO

Fran Quigley

Clinical Professor, Indiana University
McKinney School of Law
Indianapolis, IN



Bill Quigley

Loyola University New Orleans,
College of Law

New Orleans, LA

Peter Rachleff
Professor of History, Macalester College
Saint Paul, MN

Rev. Dr. Martin Rafanan
Co-Chair, St. Louis Workers' Rights Board
Saint Louis, MO

Gerda W. Ray

Associate Professor,

University of Missouri — St. Louis
St. Louis, MO

Rev. Dr. Lynn Rhodes
Claremont, CA

Chris Rhomberg

Professor of Sociology, Fordham University

Bronx, NY

Dr. Joerg Rieger
Professor, Southern Methodist University
Dallas, TX

Emily Rosenberg, MS
Director, DePaul Labor Education Center
Chicago, IL

Sheila Rosenthal
Lafayette Area Peace Coalition
West Lafayette, IN

Valerie Sayers

Professor and Department Chair,
University of Notre Dame

Notre Dame, IN

Peter Seybold

Associate Professor, Indiana University-
Purdue University Indianapolis
Indianapolis, IN

Dr. J Shefner
Professor, University of Tennessee
Knoxville, TN

Todd Shelton

Statewide Organizing for Community
Empowerment (SOCM)

Knoxville, TN

Jennifer Sherer, Ph.D.
Labor Center, University of lowa
lowa City, IA

Kathie Shiba
Professor, Maryville College
Maryville, TN

Louise Simmons, Ph.D.
University of Connecticut
West Hartford, CT

Tom Smith
Director, Justice at Work
Boston, MA

John Stephenson 11
United Methodist Church
Bedford, TX

Dr. Carla Mae Streeter
Professor Emerita,

Aquinas Institute of Theology
Saint Louis, MO

Meredith Tax
Author and Activist
New York, NY

Rev. Jennifer Thomas
Pastor, Immanuel Lutheran Church
Kansas City, MO

Natalicia Tracy

Executive Director, Brazilian Immigrant
Center

Boston, MA



Joseph Varga

Assistant Professor,
Department of Labor Studies
Bloomington, IN

Weezy Waldstein

Jobs Equity Coordinator,
Action for Regional Equity
Boston, MA

Carla Wallace
Co-Convener, Louisville Showing Up for
Racial Justice
Louisville, KY

Roseann Weiss
Regional Arts Commission
St. Louis, MO

Robert White

Professor and Chair, Department of
Sociology, Indiana University-Purdue
University Indianapolis

Indianapolis, IN

Paulette Williams
University of Tennessee College of Law
Knoxville, TN

Michelle Wirth
Faculty, University of Notre Dame
South Bend, IN

Patricia Wittberg
Secretary-Treasurer, Common Cause Indiana
Indianapolis, IN

Alex Zukas
Professor, National University
San Diego, CA



